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Finding Full-Text Online Access for Journals 
Using Discovery Search 

 
Using Discovery Search 
 
We will be showing two example journals: a) Science and b) Science News 
 

1. Go to the Libraries’ main page at https://www.library.umass.edu/. Please note that if 
you are not already logged into Discovery Search, you may be prompted at some 
point in the process to log in with your NetID and password. 

 
Science 
 

2. In the main search box, type JN “Science” (including the quotes) and Search. Do not 
change the search to eJournals. Please leave it as Discovery Search. 

 

 
 

3. You will then see this as the first result on the results page: 
 

 

https://www.library.umass.edu/
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4. Click on the journal’s name (bold font and blue). 
 

 
 

5. This brings you to the page for the journal. Click on Full Text Access.  
 

 
 

6. We have access to Science through diUerent databases. Review the data ranges 
next to each database. The date ranges for access are in a smaller font right after the 
name of the database in the list above. 
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7. Databases from diUerent vendors will have diUering interfaces and functionality. In 
this case, there is full text from 1880 to the most recent issue available through the 
American Association for the Advance of Science (AAAS). If you select the JSTOR 
Life Sciences Archive Collection, you can search all journal issues, but there is 
delay on providing full text for 6 years. This means that the last six years of issues are 
not available full text. That is due to the agreement that the journal made with JSTOR 
to provide content through JSTOR.  
 

8. Click on the Association for the Advance of Science (AAAS) link for full-text 
access to the present. 

 
9. Once you’re in the AAAS interface, you can see the most recent year’s issues of 

Science. You can click on each issue to access the PDFs or use the dates listed 
above the issues to navigate to the issue that you want. 

 

 
 

10. If you’d like to search within the Science publication, go to the black bar on the top 
and click on the magnifying glass icon to the right of the UMass Amherst Libraries 
logo. 
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11. In the search interface, type the name of the article and change Searching from 
Anywhere to Science. Click Search. 

 

 
 
 

12. This will then show results for the search, and you can click on the relevant article to 
view or download. 
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Science News 
 

1. Go to the Libraries’ main page at https://www.library.umass.edu/. Please note that if 
you are not already logged into Discovery Search, you may be prompted at some 
point in the process to log in with your NetID and password. 

 
2. In the main search box, type JN “Science News” (including the quotes) and Search. 

Do not change the search to eJournals. Please leave it as Discovery Search.  
 

 
 

3. You will then see this as the first result on the results page: 
 

 
 
  

https://www.library.umass.edu/
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4. Click on the journal’s name (bold font and blue). 
 

 
 

5. This brings you to the page for the journal. Click on Full Text Access.  
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6. There are many databases that contain Science News. Review the data ranges next 

to each database. The date ranges for access are in a smaller font right after the 
name of the database in the list above. 

 
7. Most of the databases have full text coverage up to 2015 or 2016. Two databases 

that have data ranges to the present are Academic Search Premier and Flipster. 
 
8. Academic Search Premier is the better option if you’d like to search through the 

publication. If you click on it, you’ll see this interface, which allows you to browse by 
issue or search the full publication. 

 

 
 

9. Flipster is helpful if you’d like to read an issue in a magazine interface. It’s much 
harder to use this interface to try to search through the full publication. 
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Notes 
 
Please note that when using this method to search for journals, you will sometimes 
you need to use the full name of the journal that appears in Discovery Search.  
 
For instance:  
 

• For Developmental Biology, you would need to search for: 
o JN “Developmental Biology: An o<icial journal of the Society 

for Developmental Biology” 
 

• For Biological Bulletin, you would need to search for:  
o JN “The Biological Bulletin” 

 
If you are not sure what the full name of the journal may be, try searching in Discovery 
Search for an article that you know is in the journal. The result for the article will list 
the journal’s full name in Discovery Search. 
 

 


